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1. Enabling Good Lives, Christchurch seeks to extend choice and control to participants throughout the three year demonstration

2. Available funds from the Ministries of Health, Education and Social Development are pooled and personalised to each eligible Enabling Good Lives participant

3. Currently, Enabling Good Lives participants can either have all their Ministry of Health funds paid directly to a provider or choose to manage the money themselves via Manawanui in Charge who act as a host agency as follows:
· Where they are allocated Disability Support Services under the Ministry of Health such as residential support, respite care, carer support, supported living and home and community support, they can elect to have some or all of these allocations remain with a provider.
· They can pool any of the above allocations with any Ministry of Education or Social Development entitlements and use the resulting pooled personal budget in flexible ways to meet supports needs with assistance from Manawanui in Charge e.g. employ their own personal assistants or purchase goods and services.

4. New ways to extend choice to Enabling Good Lives participants are being designed including:
· Having money in advance rather than in arrears to aid cash-flow (due to be in place by July 2015). This will mean that participants are able to plan for the purchase of their supports knowing that their funding will be available to them before incurring expenditure rather than having to be reimbursed for expenses.   More details to follow as decisions are made.
· Expanding full hosting arrangements to include approved support providers which will extend choice as well as enabling participants to retain control without some of the additional responsibilities (due to be in place by September 2015). 
· Direct payments where participants receive their pooled personalised budget direct into their bank account. This is planned to be in place in early 2016 but is targeted for July 2015 in the Enabling Good Lives, Waikato demonstration so we will look to their experience to influence the timing and process in Christchurch.


Page 1 of 1

